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Another
way of
catching
the spring-
wort.

hopping constantly to and fro. It was also afraid of men and
fled before them, and no man ever yet plucked it unless he
had been set apart by Providence for the task. To him
who was lucky enough to cull it the flower revealed all
the treasures of the earth, and it made him rich, oh so rich
and so happy !l

However, the usual account given of the springwort is
somewhat different. They say that the way to procure it is
this. You mark a hollow in a tree where a green or black
woodpecker has built its nest and hatched its young ; you
plug up the hole with a wooden wedge; then you hide
behind the tree and wait. The woodpecker meantime has
flown away but very soon returns with the springwort in its
bill. It flutters up to the tree-trunk holding the springwort
to the wedge, which at once, as if struck by a hammer, jumps
out with a bang. Now is your chance. You rush from
your concealment, you raise a loud cry, and in its fright the
bird opens its bill and drops the springwort Quick as
thought you reach out a red or white cloth, with which you
have taken care to provide yourself, and catch the magic
flower as it falls. The treasure is now yours. Before its
marvellous power all doors and locks fly open ; it can make
the bearer of it invisible ; and neither steel nor lead can
wound the man who carries it in the right-hand pocket of
his coat. That is why people in Swabia say of a thief who
cannot be caught, " He must surely have a springwort."2
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